


2. 	 Reread, analyze, and annotate.  The purpose of the second reading is to help students deepen 
their understandings of (a) the author’s meaning and (b) the author’s use of craft and structure to 
communicate meaning. 
•	 Read items 2 and 3 aloud, one part at a time. Prompt students to reread the Complex Text, 

focusing on identifying text evidence that will help them answer the questions. Have students 
who need extra support take turns rereading the text aloud with their partner. 

•	 Elicit answers from students. Model how to annotate the text as students answer. 

	 —Circle key words and/or words that confuse students.

	 —Underline key or confusing phrases or sentences. 

	 —Write questions and comments in the margins. 

	 —Use exclamations for things that surprise students.

•	 As students grow more accustomed to the routine, allow students time to annotate their texts 
during their partner discussions. Then ask for volunteers to share their annotations.

3.	 Connect to the Big Question. 
•	 Read the Big Question and then reread the text aloud, asking students to think about how the 

text relates to the Big Question as you read. 
•	 Ask partners to discuss how the text helps them answer the Big Question. Remind students to 

cite evidence from the text as they discuss. Have students use what they discussed with their 
partners to answer item 4 on the Practice Master.

4.	 Reread and wrap-up.  As you continue through the unit, support students as they connect the 
complex text to other texts in the unit. As part of the Unit Wrap-Up lesson, do the following:
•	 Have students read the text independently, using the Practice Master.  
•	 To encourage divergent answers, ask partners to compare the complex text to the other readings 

in the unit. Remind students to cite evidence from the text as they discuss it.

© National Geographic Learning, a part of Cengage Learning, Inc.

CT6.1

Name   Date  

 Complex Text 

from Out of the Dust
by Karen Hesse

 Daddy bought a second mule with Louise’s help.

 Her [betrothal gift] to him.

 He walks behind the team,

 step by step, listing the fields to fight the wind.

 Maybe the tractor lifted him above the land,

 maybe the fields didn’t know him anymore,

 didn’t remember the touch of his feet,

 or the stroke of his hand,

 or the bones of his knees,

 and why should wheat grow for a stranger?

 Daddy said he’d try some sorghum,

 maybe some cotton,

 admitting as how there might be something

 to this notion of diversification folks were

 talking about,

 and yes, he’d bring the grass back

 like Ma wanted,

 where he wasn’t planting anything else.

 He’d make new sod.

For use with TE p. T374  Unit 6 | Food for Thought

Name   Date  

Complex Text Practice Master 
located on NGReach.com
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Mark-Up Text Routine, continued

4.	 Have students mark the Mark-Up Reading.  Have students read the remaining Mark-Up 
Reading on the Practice Masters independently. Then have them work with partners to follow 
the model and mark up the reading.

5.	 Close the Mark-Up Model file.  If you are using the Notebook or Flipchart file, choose how to 
close the file.

•	 To save the marks the students made during the lesson, save the file with a different name.
•	 Close the file without saving to keep an unmarked version of the file.
If you need a clean file for future lessons, download it from NGReach.com.

6.	 Review students’ notes.  Look through the Mark-Up Reading to determine if students 
comprehend the skill. If students are highlighting too much text or the wrong text, offer the 
Reteaching Masters that align with the skill. 

	 For more technical assistance, see the user guide on NGReach.com.

© National Geographic Learning, a part of Cengage Learning, Inc.

Name   Date  

For use with TE pp. T173a–T173b  Unit 3 | Amazing Places

In Other Words
Lonely Crusoes people who are alone in 

unusual places, like the character in the 
story Robinson Crusoe

mosque and minaret the building where 
people worship and the tall tower that is 
part of that building

bazaar marketplace

spire tall, narrow tower on a roof; steeple

 Mark-Up Reading 

I should like to rise and go

Where the golden apples grow; 

Where below another sky

Parrot islands anchored lie, 

And, watched by cockatoos and goats, 

Lonely Crusoes building boats; 

Where in sunshine reaching out

Eastern cities, miles about, 

Are with mosque and minaret

Among the sandy gardens set, 

And the rich goods from near and far

Hang for sale in the bazaar; 

Where the Great Wall round China goes, 

And on one side the desert blows,

And with bell and voice and drum,

Cities on the other hum;

Where are forests, hot as fire, 

Wide as England, tall as a spire, 
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Small Group Reading Routine 3

Connect Across Texts
•	 Form heterogeneous groups.  Group students who have read different books. Include at least 

one representative for each book read that week.

•	 Introduce the activity.  Distribute the Connect Across Texts Practice Master for the week. 
Explain to each group that they will share the books they read, talk about their themes, and 
discuss what the books say about places in the world. 

•	 Have students summarize.  Ask students to summarize the books they just read, including 
new story words that helped them understand the themes and content. Have them refer to their 
graphic organizers as they share their books with the group.

•	 Have students connect across texts.  Have groups use the questions provided on the Connect 
Across Texts Practice Masters to guide discussions. See the Discussion Guide Answer Keys for 
possible responses.

•	 Monitor groups.  Use the Speaking and Listening Observation Log Assessment Master to assess 
students’ participation in discussions.

Small Group Reading Routine 4

Conduct Conferences
•	 Assess reading.  Have each student select and read aloud from a section of the book that 

connects to the Big Question. Listen for fluency. Ask: Which strategies did you use to help you 
understand this section? Use the reading strategy rubrics Assessment Masters to assess how well 
the student uses the reading strategies. Then have the student complete a Reader Reflection 
Assessment Master to assess his or her own reading fluency.

•	 Assess writing.  Have the student share a completed writing option. Say: Tell me about what you 
wrote. Monitor responses to gauge how well the writing relates to the book. Ask: How did your 
writing help you understand the book? 

•	 Plan intervention or acceleration.  Ask the student to summarize what he or she has learned. 
Plan for further instruction: 

•	 If the student needs additional support with asking questions, identifying problem and 
solution, identifying cause and effect, or identifying and explaining figurative language, use the 
Assessment and Reteaching resources provided.

•	 If the student successfully applies the focus skills, use the Recommended Books to guide the 
student in choosing books for independent reading.

Speaking and Listening 	
Observation Log

Reader Reflection 	
Assessment Master

Practice Master for Connect 
Across Texts

© National Geographic Learning, a part of Cengage Learning, Inc.
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Student Name

SGAp1_93957_SL.indd   1 2/6/15   10:03 AM

Name   Date  

Date Title of Book Author

This book was:  easy   about right   hard

Rate this book! 

I would like to read other books:  about this topic   by this author
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Reader Reflection

Check all that apply.

1. Before I read this book, I : 

□	 read the title.

□	 looked at the pictures.

□	 predicted what I would read about.  
I predicted: ________________________

 _____________________________________

 _____________________________________

2. If I didn’t understand what I was reading, I :

□	 stopped to think about what I had  
just read.

□	 read it again.

□	 other (describe): ____________________

 _____________________________________

 _____________________________________

3. If I didn’t understand a word while reading, I :

□	 stopped to think about its meaning.

□	 looked for clues to its meaning.

□	 checked in a dictionary or asked 
someone about the meaning of the word.

□	 other (describe): ____________________

 _____________________________________

 _____________________________________

4. This book reminded me of something I know 
or read already. It reminded me of: 

 _____________________________________

 _____________________________________

 _____________________________________

 _____________________________________

SGAp4_93957_RR.indd   4 2/6/15   10:01 AM
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