


 

Research Basis: Research confirms that students need to use a word multiple times in 
different contexts to become fully familiar with the word and its meaning or meanings. 
Exploring the word through the use of graphic organizers,  writing, and illustrations provides 
a rich array of experiences with the word that helps students develop deep word knowledge 
(Beck et al. 2002; Carlo et al. 2004; Marzano et al. 2005).

Vocabulary Routine 2
Expand Word Knowledge
Purpose: Students use graphic organizers, illustrations, and writing to expand their 
knowledge of the meaning and usage of new words.

1. Form pairs. Explain that each pair will become experts on one vocabulary word. 

2. Display the graphic organizer. Use the graphic organizer or three-dimensional graphic 
organizer specified in the Teacher’s Edition lesson, or another graphic organizer from the examples 
in Vocabulary Routine 4.

3. Select a key word. Display the vocabulary word and model for students how to locate 
information about the word and complete the graphic organizer.
• Find the word in the Picture Dictionary in the Anthology or in another dictionary and read the 

information about the word.
• Write the word.
• Add a definition, context sentence, and picture. 

4. Assign key words. Assign a word to each student pair and have them create a similar graphic 
organizer for their word.

conditions

When  
conditions  
are right, 
things can 
happen.

Conditions 
are right 
for a  
picnic today.

conditions

Frayer Model

Definition

think something is 
good

Characteristics

support, like, good

my writing paper 
topic

Examples

talking without 
raising my hand

Non-Examples

approve

4-Corner Vocabulary

Word

home

Picture

Word in Context

My home is at  
123 Main Street.

Definition

a place to live

Fold-Up Tab
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Vocabulary, continued

Other Graphic Organizers

Semantic Web

ART FILE: TECH
CUSTOMER:

CREATED BY:

EDITED BY:

REVISION: (place checkmark)

JOB NUMBER:

DATE:

DATE:

TIME:

created @ NETS only altered @ NETS

simple mod.

blackline greyscale color

complex v. complex

lf 1-19-10

7 min

SemanticMap

NGSP 12121

Extreme Weather

thunderstorms

dangerous

clusters

warning

tornados

destructive

violent

severe

Word Web of Examples

nature

animals

lakes flowers

weather

Word Map

Word Web

culture (n.)

cognate:
cultura

beliefs,
attitudes, and

behaviors shared by
a group

culture (v.)
also means to grow

microorganisms, like in
a Petri dish

Wordbench

judicial
ju-di-cial

 judge  judgment
 justice  justify

jud = law
-ial = relating to

Meaning: having to do with laws and courts

Word Definition My Example
strategy a plan my football 

team’s plan to 
win

Example Chart

What the Word Means
a simple drawing  

that explains

Example
main idea and 
details diagram

What It Is Like
has space to  

write in

Word
diagram
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NGReach.com  Bingo Card

Research Basis: Research confirms that interaction with new words combined with  
multiple exposures in varied contexts enhances students’ ability to learn and retain new  
vocabulary. (Beck, McKeown, and Kucan 2002)

Activities for Daily Vocabulary Practice
Purpose: These routines can be used to give students additional experience in a variety of contexts with vocabulary introduced during lessons.

Whole Group Games  

Vocabulary Bingo 
1. Distribute cards. Hand out Bingo cards. (Go to NGReach.com). 

2. Fill out cards. Have students write the key words in random order 
on the card.

3. Give clues. Provide oral clues or questions about the key words. 
For example, for the word produce you might say: This word means to 
make.

4. Mark the words. Have students place a marker on each word as they 
identify it.

5. Bingo! When a student has a complete row of markers, he or she 
calls, “Bingo.” Ask the student to review his or her answers and pair 
answers with the clues.

Name   Date  

Bingo

© National Geographic Learning, a part of Cengage Learning, Inc.

PM_G3-5_Bingo_Card.indd   60 1/6/12   10:51 AM

Stump the Expert
1. Name the expert. Designate one student to be the expert.

2. Challenge the expert. Another student (the stumper) presents a 
definition. The expert has 10 seconds to produce the term.

3. Continue the challenges. If the expert responds accurately, the 
next stumper offers a challenge. This continues until the expert is 
stumped or answers a set number of challenges and earns applause.

4. Name a new expert. The student who stumps the expert becomes 
the new expert. 

Whole Group Activities  

Yes or No?
1. Ask questions. Pose yes or no questions using two vocabulary 

words. You or your students can make up the questions. For example, 
the following questions might be asked using words to do with 
plants: Do roots grow in the soil? Are blossoms a characteristic of rose 
plants? 

2. Students respond. Students can respond orally, in writing, or they can 
use thumbs up or thumbs down. Have students compare responses 
and pair their answers with the clue. Remind students to use complete 
sentences and restate the question. For example: Yes, roots grow in the 
soil.

Around the World
1. Choose a traveler. A student designated as the traveler moves from 

his or her seat to stand by a neighboring student, the challenger.

2. Provide a definition. The teacher gives the traveler and the 
challenger a definition; whoever responds first with the correct word 
becomes the new traveler and challenges a new student. 

3. Continue the challenge. A traveler who continues to respond first 
and returns to his or her own seat has gone “around the world.”

Rivet
1. Select a key word. For this variation of the game Hangman,  

choose a key word.

2. Write a blank for each letter. On the board, write a blank for  
each letter of the word. For example, for ecosystem,  
write                   . 

3. Fill in letters one by one. Fill in the blanks one letter at a  
time: e c o             .

4. Have students guess the word. Pause briefly after you write  
each letter. Encourage the  
class to guess the word.

5. Complete the word. When someone identifies the word correctly, 
have that student fill in the remaining blanks.
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Vocabulary, continued

Small Group Games  
Picture It
1. Write the words. Display several vocabulary words. 

2. Group students. Arrange students in small groups, each with chart 
paper and a marker.

3. Teams plan. Have each group:

• Choose a key word (without telling what the word is) 

• Decide how they can show the word’s meaning in a drawing

• Choose one member of the group who will create the drawing. 

4. Students create drawings. Call on a group, and allow the drawer 15 
to 30 seconds to complete the picture.

5. Students identify the word. Have other groups talk quietly about 
the picture. When they agree on the key word, they designate one 
member to raise his or her hand and give their answer.

6. Award points. When a group guesses the key word correctly, award 
1 point to the group and have that group’s drawer take the next turn. 
Continue until one group has collected 3 points.

Vocabulary Concentration
1. Prepare pairs of cards. Write each key word on two cards or slips of 

paper. 

2. Spread the cards. Turn the cards over and spread them randomly 
on a table.

3. Students look for matches. Students take turns turning over two 
cards. When a student turns over two cards that have same word, he 
or she keeps the cards and uses the words in a sentence.

4. The winner! The student with the most cards is the winner.

Small Group Activities  
Multiple Key Word Skit
1. Group students. Organize students in small groups and give each 

group a list of five or more vocabulary words.

2. Brainstorm. Allow time for groups to brainstorm how the words 
relate to each other and to create a skit with dialogue that includes all 
the words. 

3. Discuss. After students present their skits, discuss with them which 
skit was most original, most humorous, or used the words most 
accurately.
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Partner Activities   

Word Sorts
1. Students write words. Have students write the words on index 

cards or strips of paper, one word per card or strip.

2. Establish categories. For a closed sort, provide the category  
of how the words should be sorted, such as: 
• Related meanings or concepts
• Synonyms
• Part of speech 
• Connotation
• Formal or informal 
• Spelling patterns
• Words with multiple meanings
• Words with Spanish cognates

  For an open sort, have students work together to determine the sort 
categories.

3. Explain sorts. When students have sorted the words, have them 
explain their sorts. Have them create a chart or web to record the 
word relationships they found.

4. Sort again. Have students sort the words again using different 
categories. Have them record the information in a graphic organizer.

Individual Activities   

Word Poems
1. Diamante Poems. Diamante poems are 7 lines long. To begin, have 

students think of two words that are opposites (antonyms).

• Line 1: Write a noun
• Line 2: Add two adjectives that describe line 1
• Line 3: Add three action verbs that relate to line 1
• Line 4: Add two nouns that relate to line 1, and two nouns that 

relate to line 7
• Line 5: Add three action verbs that relate to line 7
• Line 6: Add two adjectives that describe line 7
• Line 7: Write a noun that is the opposite of or contrasts with line 1

2. Cinquain Poems. Cinquain poems have different patterns. Have 
students use key words to complete the pattern below.

• Line 1: A noun
• Line 2: Two adjectives
• Line 3: Three related words ending in –ing
• Line 4: A related phrase
• Line 5: Another word for the noun

3. Concrete Poems. Students draw a meaningful shape or object and 
write words along the outline of the shape, so words look like the 
physical shape. For example, a student may draw a volcano and along 
the outline write: lava, magma, cone, flow, ash, erupt.

Part of Speech Sort

Nouns Verbs Adverbsabstract (n.) adhere (v.) ethically (adv.)dilemma (n.) advocate (v.) desolately (adv.)reinforce (v.) deliberately (adv.)

Number of Syllable Sort

2 3 4 5

ab-stract ad-vo-cate des-o-late-ly de-lib-er-ate-ly

ad-here di-lem-ma

re-in-force

eth-i-cal
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