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Speaking and Listening Routine 2
Group Conversations

Purpose: To ensure that everyone in the group conversation has a chance to talk.

1. Form groups with a mix of more vocal and less vocal children. Provide a discussion topic.

2. Restate the purpose. Ensure that children are focused on the task.

3. Monitor discussions, helping out as needed. Group members should:

•	 Make	eye	contact.

•	 Take	turns.	(Remind children that everyone should have a chance to speak.)

•	 Listen	while	another	member	talks.

•	 Ask	questions	and	clarify	ideas	that	are	not	clear.	 
What do you mean by  ?

•	 Prepare	to	retell	the	main	points	that	were	discussed. 
We talked about  .

4. Regroup. Bring the class back together. Have a volunteer from each group share what their group 
discussed. 

See also:

•	 Cooperative	Learning	Structures:	Corners,	Jigsaw,	Roundtable
•	 Academic	Talk	poster
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3. Prompt the audience. Listeners should:

•	 Listen	attentively.

•	 Try	to	understand	the	message.

•	 Ask	questions	if	they	don’t	understand	something. 
What does  mean?

•	 Make	eye	contact	with	the	speaker.	Smile	or	nod	to	show	they	are	listening	attentively.

•	 Ask	about	something	else	they	want	to	know	about	the	topic.

4. Conclude.	 Follow	up	with	a	brief,	whole-class	discussion	of	the	presentation.	Ask	the	audience	to	
tell	what	the	presentation	was	about.


